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(c) A non-conforming use of part of a building may be extended throughout the building but the 
building, whether or not it is a non-conforming building, may not be enlarged or added to and 
no structural alterations may be made to it or in it; 

(d) A non-conforming use of part of a lot may not be extended or transferred in whole or in part 
to any other part of the lot and no additional buildings may be constructed on the lot while 
the nonconforming use continues; 

(e) A non-conforming building may continue to be used but the building may not be enlarged, 
added to, rebuilt or structurally altered except 
(i) to make it a conforming building; or 
(ii) for routine maintenance of the building, if the Development Officer considers it 

necessary; 
(f) If a non-conforming building is damaged or destroyed to the extent of more than 75 percent 

of the value of the building above its foundation, the building may not be repaired or rebuilt 
except in accordance with this Bylaw; 

(g) The land use or the use of a building is not affected by a change of ownership or tenancy of 
the land or building. 

 
6.12.2 Contravention 

(a) No person shall make use of land in a manner contrary to the provision of the Act, this 
Bylaw, or a development permit issued under this Bylaw. 

(b) A Development Officer may suspend or revoke a development permit where: 
(i) the permit or conditions of a permit have not been complied with; 
(ii) the permit was issued on the basis of incorrect information or misrepresentation by the 

applicant or registered owner;   
(iii) the permit was issued in error; or 
(iv) requested by the applicant or registered owner. 

(c) Where the Development Officer finds that a development or use of land is not in accordance 
with the Act, this Bylaw, or a development permit issued hereunder, the Development Officer 
may, by notice in writing, order the registered owner, the person in possession of the land or 
buildings, the person responsible for the contravention, or all or any of them to: 
(i) stop the development or use of the land or buildings in whole or in part as directed by 

the notice; 
(ii) demolish, remove or replace the development; or 
(iii) carry out any other actions required by the notice so that the development or use of the 

land or building complies with the Act, a development permit, subdivision approval or 
this Bylaw as the case may be, within the time specified by the notice. 

(d) If a person fails or refuses to comply with an order directed to him under 6.12.2(c) or an 
order of the Board under the Act, Council or a person appointed by it may, in accordance 
with the Act, enter upon the land or building and take such action as is necessary to carry 
out the order. 

(e) When Council or a person appointed by it carries out an order, Council shall cause the costs 
and expenses incurred in carrying out the order to be placed on the tax roll as an additional 
tax against the property concerned and that amount shall be collected in the same manner 
as taxes on land. 

(f) For the purpose of entering and inspecting land or buildings as described in the Act, the 
Development Officer is hereby declared to be a "designated officer". 
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SECTION 7   DEFINITIONS 
In this Bylaw, the following definitions shall apply. All other words or expressions shall have the meanings 
respectively assigned to them in the Act and the Regulation. In any other cases, the meaning shall be the 
customary meaning of the word or expression. 
 
Abut/Abutting  
Immediately 
contiguous to 
or physically 
touching, and 
when used 
with respect to 
a lot, means 
that the lot 
physically 
touches upon 
another lot, and shares a boundary with it. 

 
Accessory Building/Use  
A building or use, that in the opinion of the 
Development Officer is incidental, subordinate 
and exclusively devoted to the principal use or 
building and located on the same site, but does 
not include an accessory dwelling. 
 
Accessory Dwelling  
A dwelling unit that is located either above or to 
the rear of a commercial use and is subordinate 
to the commercial use of the site. 
 
Act 
The Municipal Government Act, Revised 
Statutes of Alberta 2000, Chapter M-26 and 
amendments thereto. 
 
Adjacent 
Land that is 
contiguous to another 
parcel of land, or 
would be contiguous if 
not for a river, stream, 
railway, road or utility 
right of way or reserve 
land. 
 
Agriculture, 
Extensive  
The raising or 
production of any cultivated crops, livestock or 
dairy products that utilize relatively large areas 
of land and in which the use of buildings and 
confinement areas is auxiliary to the use of the 
land itself. This constitutes an “agricultural 
operation” pursuant to the requirements of the 
Agricultural Operation Practices Act. 

Airport 
An area of land or other supporting surface used 
or intended to be used either in whole or in part 
for the arrival and departure or servicing of 
aircraft or helicopter and includes any building, 
installation or equipment in connection 
therewith, for which an airport license has been 
issued by the Ministry of Transport.  
 
Amenity Area  
An area developed for the active or passive 
recreation and enjoyment of the occupants of a 
development. Such area may be for either 
private or communal use and may be under 
either individual or common ownership. 
 
Amusement Facility  
An area, structure or part of a structure open to 
the public that contains mechanical or electronic 
games and/or pool tables for the purposes of 
providing entertainment for a fee. 
 
Approach 
A vehicular access road, culvert crossing, or 
other structure constructed, erected, installed or 
maintained in a road between a lot line and the 
nearest curb or edge of road and is for the use 
or benefit of the occupant of the subject lot. 
 
Approving Authority  
The Development Officer or the Subdivision 
Authority for the Municipality as applicable. 
 
Auto Body and Paint Shop 
An establishment for the repair and/or painting 
of motor vehicle bodies but does not include 
facilities for the sale of fuels, lubricants, 
automotive accessories or mechanical or 
electrical repairs. 
 
Automotive Repair 
A facility for the servicing and mechanical repair 
of automobiles, trucks and utility vehicles, heavy 
equipment, motorcycles, snowmobiles, motor 
homes and similar vehicles, the sale, installation, 
or servicing of related accessories and parts, 
and servicing of small engines and equipment, 
but does not include auto body and paint shops 
or salvage yards. 
 

Abut/Abutting 

Adjacent 
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Average Finished Grade 
For the purposes of measuring building height, 
the arithmetic 
mean of the 
elevations of 
the finished 
grade at two 
outermost 
corners of a 
wall on the 
respective 
side of a 
building. 
 
Basement  
That portion of a building that is located wholly 
or partially below grade, the ceiling of which 
does not extend more than 1 m (3 ft) above 
grade. 
 
Bed and Breakfast  
An establishment that is operated from a private 
residence that has 2 or more rooms for rent to 
the general public on a daily basis. The rent 
charge may or may not include meals for the 
registered guests. Not to limit the generality of 
the above, the main use of the house is for a 
private residence for the host and their 
immediate family. 
 
Board  
The Intermunicipal Subdivision and 
Development Appeal Board established under 
the Act to conduct hearings with respect to 
development and subdivision appeals and stop 
orders. 
 
Boarding House  
An accessory use to a single family dwelling 
consisting of sleeping facilities that may be in 
addition to the family accommodations and 
where cooking and/or sanitary facilities are not 
developed in addition to those that are in the 
dwelling unit. Boarding facilities shall be limited 
to a maximum of 3 persons other than the 
immediate family.  
 
Boulevard   
(a)  That 

portion of 
the right-
of-way of a 
road lying 
between 
the curb 
line of the 

road and the abutting lot line, excepting that 
portion occupied by a sidewalk; or  

(b)  Where there is no curb, that portion of the 
right-of-way lying between the edge of the 
road ordinarily used by vehicles and the 
abutting lot line, excepting that portion 
occupied by a sidewalk. 

 
Buffer  
A row of trees or shrubs or berm to provide 
visual screening and separation to uses 
between sites or districts. 
 
Building  
Anything constructed or placed on, in, over or 
under land but does not include a highway or 
road or a bridge forming part of a highway or 
road. 
 
Building Height  
The vertical distance of a building measured 
from the 
average 
finished 
grade 
adjacent 
to the 
building 
to the 
highest 
point of the roof. 

 
Building Supplies 
A commercial development offering for sale 
dimensional and sheet lumber and building 
supplies and may include outside and fenced 
storage of the same for the purposes of sale. 
 
Bulk Fuel/Chemical or Card Lock  
A development where refined or crude oil, fuel, 
or liquid or solid chemical is stored outdoors, 
and includes the storage of dangerous or 
hazardous substances, as defined by the 
Dangerous Goods Transportation and Handling 
Act and the Major Industrial Accidents Council of 
Canada (MIACC). The development may include 
facilities for cleaning, blending or packaging of 
bulk oil, fuel or chemicals, but does not include 
manufacture of any of these products. 
 
Bulk Retail 
A commercial development where consumer 
goods are offered in bulk (warehouse style and 
in case lots or pre-packaged multiples) for sale 
or trade during limited hours of operation and 
excludes the storage and/or sale of hazardous 

Average Finished Grade 

Boulevard 

Building Height 
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goods to the satisfaction of the Development 
Officer. 
 
Campground  
An area for the seasonal short term use (30 
days) of recreational vehicles, tents, tent trailers 
and similar vehicles, and is not used for 
recreational vehicle storage, or accommodation 
for residential use. Typical uses include, but are 
not limited to, tourist trailer parks, campsites and 
tenting grounds and related recreational 
activities such as picnic grounds and 
playgrounds.   
 
Cannabis  
Cannabis plant, fresh cannabis, dried cannabis, 
cannabis oil and cannabis plant seeds and any 
other substance defined as cannabis in the 
Cannabis Act (Canada) and its regulations, as 
amended. 
 
Cannabis Production Facility 
The use of land, buildings or structures for the 
cultivation, processing, testing, destruction, 
packaging, and shipping of marijuana used for 
medical purposes as permitted and licensed by 
the Government of Canada. 
 
Cannabis, Retail  
A federally regulated retail use that is involved in 
the sale of legal cannabis products. 
 
Canopy  
A projection extending from the outside wall of a 
building normally for the purpose of shielding a 
part of the building from the sun. 
  
Car and Truck Wash  
A commercial facility for the cleaning and 
washing of motor vehicles. 
 
Cemetery  
Development of a parcel of land primarily as 
landscaped open space for the entombment of 
deceased persons, and may include the 
following accessory developments: crematoria, 
columbaria, and mausoleums. Typical uses 
include memorial parks, burial grounds and 
gardens of remembrance. 
 
Child Care Facility  
A provincially regulated facility used for the 
provision of care, instruction, maintenance or 
supervision of children. 
 
 

Clerk  
The Clerk to the Intermunicipal Subdivision and 
Development Appeal Board. 
 
Commence 
To initiate a development pursuant to an 
approved development permit.  For the purpose 
of this Bylaw, this refers to the excavation of a 
site and/or the construction of the foundation of 
a building or structure. 
 
Commercial Entertainment Facility 
A commercial development offering non-
participatory or audience based entertainment 
such as concerts, movies, and theatrical 
productions. 
 
Commercial Vehicle  
A semi-trailer truck, intermediate-sized vehicle 
or passenger vehicle no larger than a pick-up or 
cargo van used in support of a business. 
 
Communication Tower and Antenna System 
A structure for supporting equipment for 
transmitting or receiving television, radio, 
telephone or other electronic communications. 
 
Community Hall/Facility 
A development used for public or quasi-public 
activities, such as community cultural and/or 
fundraising events. 
 
Complete Application 
A development permit or subdivision application 
that contains all of the information required in 
order for the Approving Authority to make a 
decision. 
 
Contractor, General 
A development used for commercial and 
industrial service support and construction. 
Typical uses include oilfield support services, 
laboratories, cleaning and maintenance 
contractors, welders, building construction, 
surveying, landscaping, concrete, electrical, 
excavation, drilling, heating, plumbing, paving, 
road construction, sewer, or similar services of a 
construction nature that require on-site storage 
space for materials, mobile equipment or 
vehicles normally associated with the contractor 
service. Any sales, display, office or technical 
support service areas shall be accessory to the 
principal general contractor use. 
 
Contractor, Limited 
Development used for the provision of electrical, 



Town of Spirit River  
Land Use Bylaw No. 970 

October 2019           Page 50 
 

plumbing, heating, painting, catering and similar 
contractor services primarily to individual 
households and the accessory sales of goods 
normally associated with the contractor services 
where all materials are kept within an enclosed 
building, and there are no accessory 
manufacturing activities. 
 
Corner 
The intersection of any 2 lot lines of a lot or site. 
 
Council  
The Municipal Council of the Municipality. 
 
Dangerous Goods 
Dangerous goods as defined in the Alberta Fire 
Code. 
 
Dealership  
Premises for the display,  sale and servicing of 
new or used motor vehicles and equipment, 
including farm machinery and equipment, 
construction-related vehicles and equipment, 
manufactured homes, modular homes, 
recreational vehicles, trucks, trailers, boats, 
motorcycles, and snowmobiles. 
 
Deck  
An unenclosed 
amenity area 
of concrete, 
brick, wood or 
other material 
that is 
constructed at 
grade or 
attached to a 
dwelling, and 
may consist of 
a: 
(a) “Ground 

Level 
Deck”, the 
overall 
height of 
which does 
not exceed 
0.6 m (2 ft) 
measured 
from 
finished 
grade to 
the finished floor height; or  

(b) “Raised Deck”, the overall height of which is 
greater than 0.6 m (2 ft) measured from 
finished grade to finished floor height. 

 
Density  
The average number of persons, families or 
dwelling units per unit of area. 
 
Developer 
An owner, agent or any person, firm or company 
responsible for a development. 
 
Development 
(a) An excavation or stockpile and the creation 

of either of them, 
(b) A building or an addition to or replacement or 

repair of a building and the construction or 
placing of any of them in, on, over or under 
land, 

(c) A change in use of land or a building or an 
act done in relation to land or a building that 
results in or is likely to result in a change in 
the use of the land or building, or 

(d) A change in the intensity of use of land or a 
building or an act done in relation to land or a 
building that results in or is likely to result in a 
change in the intensity of use of the land or 
building. 

 
Development Officer  
A Development Officer established pursuant to 
the Act. 
 
Development Officer 
The person appointed by Council to serve as the 
Development Officer pursuant to 2.1.1. 
 
Development Permit 
A document authorizing a development issued 
pursuant to this Bylaw. 
 
Discretionary  
Refers to the use of land or a building that may 
be authorized (as included in a list of 
Discretionary Uses) in a given Land Use District 
at the discretion of the Development Officer, with 
or without conditions. 
 
Drinking Establishment 
A facility licensed by the Alberta Gaming and 
Liquor Commission where alcoholic beverages 
are served for consumption on the premises, 
and includes a licensed lounge that is accessory 
to a restaurant. 
 
Drive-Through Business  
An establishment, which services customers 
traveling in motor vehicles driven onto the site 
where such business is carried on, where the 

Ground Level Deck 

Raised Deck 
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customer normally remains in the vehicle for 
service. 
 
Driveway 
A private road that provides vehicle access from 
an individual lot or site to a road. 
 
Duplex  
Residential 
development 
consisting of a 
building containing 2 
dwelling units, each 
of which has a 
separate entrance, 
and may take either 
of the following 
forms: 
(a) ³Up-Down´ where 1 

dwelling unit is 
located above 
the other; or 

(b) ³Side-Side´ 
where the 
dwellings 
share a 
common wall. 

 
Dwelling/Dwelling Unit  
1 or more rooms used as or designed to be used 
as a residence and containing sleeping, cooking 
and sanitary facilities and with an independent 
entrance either directly from outside a building 
or from a common hallway inside a building. 
 
Dwelling, Single Detached 
Means a stick-built or modular residential 
building containing only one residential dwelling 
unit, but does not include a manufactured home. 
 
Easement 
A right to use land, generally for access to other 
property or for a public utility. 
 
Emergency Services  
A development that is required for the public 
protection of persons and property from injury, 
harm or damage together with the incidental 
storage of equipment and vehicles necessary for 
the local distribution of utility services. Typical 
uses include police stations, fire stations, 
emergency medical services, and accessory 
training facilities. 
 
Equipment Sales, Rental and Repair 
A development used for the sales, rental and 

repair of tools, agricultural equipment and 
vehicles, appliances, recreational craft, office 
machines, furniture, home appliances, light 
construction equipment, or similar items, but 
does not include the rental or repair of motor 
vehicles.  
 
Excavation  
Any breaking of ground, except common 
household gardening and ground care. 
 
Exterior Storage  
The use of a site or portion of a site used for the 
storage of products, goods, materials, 
machinery, vehicles, or equipment that is not 
contained within a building. 
 
Fence 
A physical barrier constructed for the purposes 
of sound abatement, limiting intrusion, and/or to 
prevent unauthorized access or containment of 
livestock. 
 
Financial Services 
A building, or part of a building, where financial 
services such as loans, deposit accounts and 
mortgages are provided. 
 
Fleet Service  
A development using a fleet of vehicles for the 
delivery of people, goods, or services, where 
such vehicles are not available for sale or long-
term lease. This includes, taxi services, bus 
lines, messenger and courier services, but does 
not include moving or cartage firms involving 
trucks with a gross vehicle weight of more than 
3,000 kg (6,600 lb). 
 
Foundation  
The lower portion of a building, usually concrete, 
masonry or preserved wood, and includes the 
footings that transfer the weight of and loads on 
a building to the ground. 
 
Foundation, Permanent  
A structure consisting of concrete, treated wood, 
or masonry that serves as support for a building 
that, during construction, involves an excavation. 
This may include but not be limited to a 
basement, crawl space, concrete slab, or pilings. 
 
Garage  
An accessory building or part of the principal 
building, designed and used primarily for the 
storage of motor vehicles. 
 

Up-Down Duplex 

Side-Side Duplex 
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Gas Bar  
An establishment used for the sale of gasoline, 
propane or other fuels, the sale of lubricating oils 
and other automotive fluids or motor vehicle 
accessories, but does not include service 
stations or automotive repair establishments. 
 
General Industry  
An industrial use that may include but not limited 
to: 
(a) warehousing or storage of materials, goods 

or equipment, and/or, 
(b) manufacturing or processing of a finished 

product from raw materials and/or 
(c) provision of large scale transportation 

facilities for freight or passengers and/or, 
(d) industrial operations that due to noise, safety 

hazards, noxious or toxic emissions requires 
tracts of land situated away from any 
concentration of people, and/or 

(e) storage of steel materials, including but not 
limited to the following:  pipes, culverts and 
steel beams. 

 
Grade 
The ground elevation from which the height of a 
building or structure is measured. 
 
Greenhouse 
A building specially designed and used for the 
commercial production of vegetables, flowers 
and other plants, but does not include a 
Cannabis Production Facility. 
 
Gross Floor Area (GFA)  
The total of the floor area of every room and 
passageway contained in a building but not 
including the floor areas of basements, attached 
garages, sheds, open porches or breezeways. 
 
Group Home  
A residential development that provides special 
care for foster children or individuals that are 
handicapped, disabled or in need of adult 
supervision in accordance with their individual 
needs and are licensed by the Provincial 
authority having jurisdiction over the facility. 
 
Hard Surfaced/Surfacing  
A surface consisting of is, at minimum, prepared 
gravel or paving approved by the Development 
Officer. 
 
Highway  
A road designated by the Province as a 
highway. 

 
Home Based Business  
A commercial development that is accessory 
and subordinate to the principal residential use 
of a dwelling or site, and may take the form of: 
(a) “Home Based Business, Major” that is 

confined to a residential lot or an accessory 
building on a residential lot; or 

(b) “Home Based Business, Minor” that is 
confined to a dwelling. 

 
Hospital  
An institutional development used to provide in-
patient and out-patient health care to the public. 
Typical developments include a community 
health centre and/or accommodation for the 
overnight care for patients. The development 
may include associated uses such as a 
helicopter pad. 
 
Hotel 
A development used for the provision of rooms 
or suites for temporary accommodation where 
the rooms obtain access from a common interior 
corridor and may have a meal service for 
guests. Hotels may include meeting rooms, 
drinking establishments and restaurants. 
 
Household  
A social unit comprised of those living together 
under the same roof. 
 
Industrial Support  
A development that provides cleaning, servicing, 
repairing or testing of materials, goods and 
equipment normally associated with the oil and 
gas industry and may include the storage or 
shipping of such materials, goods and 
equipment, including petrochemical products 
and supplies. This definition applies to oil and 
gas and forestry industry support operations and 
includes, but is not limited to, seismic and 
surveying, well servicing, oilfield haulers, 
pipeline contractors and welding operations. 
 
Kennel  
Premises used for the commercial breeding, 
raising, or boarding of cats or dogs. 
 
Landscaping  
The enhancement of a site through the use of 
any or all of the following elements: 
(a) “Soft Landscaping” consisting of vegetation 

such as trees, shrubs, hedges, grass, berms, 
and ground cover, 

(b) “Hard Landscaping” consisting of non-
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vegetative materials such as but not limited 
to brick, stone, concrete, tile and wood, 
excluding monolithic concrete and asphalt. 

 
Lane 
A narrow road intended to give vehicular access 
to the rear of a building or lot. 
 
Livable Area 
The portion of a dwelling that is developed for 
permanent habitation, not including the 
basement. 
 
Loading Space  
A space provided on a site to accommodate a 
commercial vehicle on a temporary basis for 
loading or unloading of goods and materials. 
 
Lot: 
(a) A quarter section, 
(b) A river lot shown on an official plan, as 

defined in the Surveys Act, that is filed or 
lodged in a land titles office, 

(c) A settlement lot shown on an official plan, as 
defined in the Surveys Act, that is filed or 
lodged in a land titles office, 

(d) A part of a parcel of land described in a 
certificate of title if the boundaries of the part 
are described in the certificate of title other 
than by reference to a legal subdivision, or 

(e) A part of a parcel of land described in a 
certificate of title if the boundaries of the part 
are described in a certificate of title by 
reference to a plan of subdivision;. 

 
Lot, Corner 
A lot having a frontage on two or more roads at 
their intersection or junction. 
 
Lot Line 
A legally defined limit of any lot. 
 
Lot Line, Front  
The boundary 
dividing the lot 
from an 
abutting road 
other than a 
lane. In the 
case of a corner 
lot the shorter 
lot line shall be 
the front lot line. 
 
Lot Line, Rear  
The lot line of a lot that is directly opposite to the 

front lot line. 
 
Lot Line, Side  
Any lot line other than the front or rear lot line. 
 
Lot Line, Exterior Side  
A side lot line that abuts a road or lane. 
 
Lot Line, Interior Side  
A side lot line that is not an exterior side lot line. 
 
Lot, Through 
A lot that abuts two parallel roads, not including 
lanes. 
 
Lot Width  
The distance between the side lot lines at a 
point midway between the front and rear of the 
lot and parallel to the front lot line. 
 
Manufactured Home  
A transportable detached dwelling unit that is 
manufactured to meet the Canadian Standards 
Association standard CSA Z240 and that is used 
as a residence. For the purpose of this Bylaw, 
two types of manufactured homes may be 
distinguished: 
(a) "manufactured home, single-wide" means a 

manufactured home consisting of a single 
unit designed to be towed in a single load. 

(b) ³manufactured home, double-wide" means a 
manufactured home consisting of two 
sections separately towable but designed to 
be joined together at the site to form one 
dwelling unit. 

 
Manufactured Home Park  
A development on a lot under single ownership 
and managed by a park operator that is 
designed to accommodate numerous 
manufactured homes on leased sites in a 
community setting. 
 
Manufactured Home Subdivision 
A subdivision of lots specifically for the 
development or placement of Manufactured 
Homes. 
Market Garden  
A commercial development for the growth and 
sale of vegetables and/or fruit and may include 
'u-pick' (customer picked) vegetables and/or 
fruit sales. 
 
Mini Storage  
Self-contained buildings or storage facilities 
intended to provide inside storage options on a 

Lot Lines 
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small scale where the customer is charged a 
rental fee on a monthly or annual basis for the 
storage of personal products. 
 
Modular Home  
A prefabricated or factory built dwelling that is 
manufactured to meet the Canadian Standards 
Association standard CSA Z277 and is installed 
on a concrete foundation.  
 
Motel 
A building or group of buildings designed for the 
accommodation of the traveling public, 
containing guest rooms, each of which has a 
separate entrance directly from outside the 
building. 
 
Multi-Unit Dwelling  
A residential development comprised of 3 or 
more dwelling units. 
 
Municipality  
The Town of Spirit River. 
 
Non-Conforming 
Refers to a building or use that does not comply 
with the provisions of this Bylaw. 
 
Occupancy  
The use or intended use of a building or part 
thereof for the shelter or support of persons or 
property. 
 
Parcel  
The aggregate of the one or more areas of land 
described in a certificate of title or described in a 
certificate of title by reference to a plan filed or 
registered in a land titles office. 
 
Park  
Land developed for public recreational activities 
that do not require major buildings or facilities, 
and typically includes, but is not limited to, picnic 
areas, playgrounds, pedestrian and bicycle 
paths, landscaped areas and associated public 
washrooms. 
 
Parking Lot  
A portion of a lot or site that is developed for the 
storage and parking of motor vehicles.  
 
Parking Stall  
That portion of a parking lot that accommodates 
a vehicle. 
 
 

Permitted  
Refers to the use of land or of a building (as 
included in a list of Permitted Uses) for which a 
development permit shall be issued, with or 
without conditions, provided the use conforms to 
this Bylaw. 
 
Personal Services 
A development used for the provision of services 
to an individual that are related to the care and 
appearance of the body, or the cleaning and 
repair of personal effects. Typical uses include 
barber shops, hairdressers, beauty salons, 
tailors, dressmakers, shoe repair shops, dry 
cleaners and similar uses. 
 
Pipe and Equipment Storage 
The storage of materials, goods and equipment 
normally associated with the oil and gas industry 
and may include the shipping of such materials, 
goods and equipment, including petrochemical 
products and supplies. 
 
Porch 
An entrance structure typically attached To the 
front or sides of a residential dwelling at the 
ground floor entry level, consisting of a roof and 
floor, where the front and sides of the structure 
may be enclosed by solid walls or windows or 
unenclosed where the front and/or sides remain 
open to the elements. 
 
Principal Building/Use 
A building or use that, in the opinion of the 
Development Officer,  
(a)  occupies the major or central portion of a 

site;  
(b)  is the main building or use among one or 

more buildings or uses on the site; or  
(c)  constitutes by reason of its use the primary 

purpose for which the site is used. There 
shall be no more than one principal building 
on each site unless specifically permitted in 
this Bylaw. 

 
Professional Services 
A development primarily used for the provision 
of professional, management, administrative, 
consulting, and financial services. Typical uses 
include the following and similar uses as offices 
of lawyers, accountants, engineers, planners, 
doctors and architects; offices for real estate and 
insurance firms; clerical, secretarial, 
employment, telephone answering, and similar 
office support services; printing establishments, 
film processing establishments, janitorial firms, 



Town of Spirit River  
Land Use Bylaw No. 970 

October 2019           Page 55 
 

and business equipment repair shops.  
 
Public Building/Use  
A building, structure, or site owned or leased by 
a department or agency of the federal, provincial 
or municipal government for the purpose of 
public administration such as (but not limited to) 
municipal offices, taxation offices, courthouses, 
postal stations, manpower and employment 
offices, school board office, health authority 
office, social services, museums, libraries, and 
art galleries. 
 
Public Utility  
A system or works used to provide one or more 
of the following for public consumption, benefit, 
convenience or use: 
(a) water or steam; 
(b) sewage disposal; 
(c) public transportation operated by or on behalf 

of the municipality; 
(d) irrigation; 
(e) drainage; 
(f) fuel; 
(g) electric power; 
(h) heat; 
(i) waste management; 
(j) lighting. 
 
Public Utility Lot  
A lot or parcel of land used in the distribution, 
maintenance and housing of a public utility. 
 
Railway Station Grounds  
A facility used to store and maintain railroad 
related equipment and products and usually 
includes a number of buildings related to the 
operation of a railroad. 
 
Recreation, Indoor  
A facility where patrons participate in sports 
events and other recreational activities in an 
enclosed building that may include a restaurant 
and a retail store. Typical uses include but are 
not limited to, arenas, athletic clubs, curling 
clubs, health and fitness clubs, gymnasiums, 
swimming pools, bowling alleys, and racket 
clubs. 
 
Recreational Vehicle 
A vehicle or portable structure designed to be 
carried on a motor vehicle, towed behind a 
motor vehicle, or designed and built to be 
transported on its own wheels, to provide 
temporary living accommodation for travel 
and/or recreational purposes. This includes such 

vehicles as motor homes, fifth wheel trailers and 
holiday trailers, but does not include a 
manufactured home. 
 
Recreational Vehicle Storage  
The storage of recreational vehicles, but does 
not include a recreational vehicle park or the 
sales or service of recreational vehicles. 
 
Registered Owner  
(a)  In the case of land owned by the Crown in 

right of Alberta or the Crown in right of 
Canada, the Minister of the Crown having 
the administration of the land; or  

(b)  In the case of any other land:  
(i)  the purchaser of the fee simple estate in 

the land under an agreement for sale 
that is the subject of a caveat registered 
against the Certificate of Title in the land 
and any assignee of the purchaser's 
interest that is the subject of a caveat 
registered against the Certificate of Title; 
or  

(ii)  in the absence of a person described in 
paragraph (i), the person registered 
under the Land Titles Act as the owner 
of the fee simple estate in the land. 

 
Regulation 
The Subdivision and Development Regulation. 
 
Religious Assembly  
A development used for spiritual worship and 
related religious philanthropic, or social activities 
and includes accessory rectories, manses, 
meeting rooms, food preparation and service 
facilities, classrooms, dormitories, and other 
buildings. Typical uses include churches, 
chapels, mosques, temples, synagogues, parish 
halls, convents, and monasteries. 
 
Residential Care Facility  
A multi-unit residential development that 
provides special care for individuals that are 
aged and/or disabled, and has on-site health 
care facilities and/or health care attendants. 
 
Restaurant  
A development where food and beverages are 
prepared and served on-site to the public, 
where minor persons are not excluded, and for 
which alcoholic beverage service may be a 
subordinate use and is carried out in 
compliance with any applicable bylaws and 
provincial and federal laws. 
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Retail Store  
Commercial premises in which the retail sale of 
consumer goods takes place, but does not 
include Cannabis, Retail. 
 
Road  
Land shown as a road on a plan of survey that 
has been filed or registered in a land titles office, 
or used as a public road, and includes a bridge 
forming part of a public road and any structure 
incidental to a public road, but does not include 
a highway. 
 
Salvage Yard  
Land and associated buildings used to store, 
dismantle, salvage, and recycle components 
from discarded vehicles, industrial equipment, 
demolished buildings and other large items. 
 
School  
A development that is publicly supported and 
involves public assembly for education, training 
or instruction purposes, and includes dormitories 
and the administration offices required for the 
provision of such services on the same site.  
Typical uses include, but are not limited to, 
public and separate schools, community 
colleges, universities, and technical and 
vocational schools. 
 
Screening 
Without restricting the generality of the following, 
means a row of trees, shrubs, earth berm or 
fencing that provides visual screening and 
separation and/or noise attenuation between 
districts, lots, roadways, and sites, or between 
them. 
 
Sea-Can  
A standardized reusable steel shipping 
container used for the safe, efficient and secure 
storage and movement of materials and 
products. 
 
Secondary Suite 
A self-contained dwelling unit that is located 
within or on the same lot as the principal single 
detached dwelling unit, and has sleeping, 
cooking and living areas that are separate from 
those of the principal dwelling. Typical forms 
include basement suites, garden suites and 
garage suites. 
 
Security Suite  
A dwelling that is secondary or accessory to the 
principal industrial or commercial use on the 

same lot, and is used for the purposes of 
providing living accommodation for the owner, 
operator or caretaker of the principal use. 
 
Service Station  
A facility for the service and repair of motor 
vehicles and for the retail sale of gasoline, 
lubricants, automotive accessories and 
associated petroleum products. 
 
Setback  
The distance that a development or a specified 
portion of it must be set back from a lot line. The 
setback shall be measured perpendicularly from 
the applicable front, rear or side lot line to any 
portion of the building foundation. 
 
Shopping Centre  
A group of retail outlets and/or personal or 
professional service establishments and 
financial institutions on a site planned, 
developed and managed as a single unit (that 
may be comprised of a group of owners or 
tenants) with shared or common parking areas 
and/or driveways. 
 
Sight Triangle  
That triangle formed by a straight line drawn 
between two points on the lot lines of a lot from 
the point where the lot lines intersect, and where 
visual obstructions, such as buildings, fences, 
signs, trees, and haystacks are prohibited.  
 
Sign 
An object or device 
intended for 
the purpose 
of 
advertising 
or calling 
attention to 
any person, 
matter, thing 
or event. 
 
Sign, Fascia  
A sign, the 
back of which 
is attached to a 
building wall. 
 
Sign, Free 
Standing  
A sign that is 
supported 

Fascia Sign 

Freestanding Sign 
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independent of a building, and may display copy 
for a tenant or multiple tenants. 
 
Site  
1 or more lots or parcels for which an application 
for a development permit is made. 
 
Site Plan  
A plan showing the boundaries of the site, the 
location and use(s) or proposed use(s) of all 
existing and proposed buildings upon the site, 
the use(s) or the intended use(s) of the portions 
of the site on which no buildings are situated, 
and showing drainage, fencing, screening, 
grassed areas, any fixtures and any other 
significant features located on the site and 
abutting public roadways, sidewalks and above 
grade public utilities. 
 
Solar Collector  
A device used to collect sunlight that is part of a 
system that converts radiant energy from the 
sun into thermal or electrical energy for on-site 
use. This use does not include a solar energy 
facility. 
 
Solar Energy Facility 
A commercial facility that is designed to collect 
sunlight and then generate, store and distribute 
the converted energy for public consumption. 
 
Statutory Plan 
A municipal development plan, Intermunicipal 
Development Plan, or area structure plan 
prepared and adopted in accordance with the 
Act. 
 
Storage Yard 
A secure, fenced, outdoor development where 
goods or vehicles are stored for safekeeping or 
future distribution and that excludes the storage 
of goods hazardous to adjacent uses to the 
satisfaction of the Development Officer. 
 
Storey 
The habitable space between the upper face of 
one floor and the next above it. The upper limit 
of the top storey shall be the ceiling above the 
topmost floor. A basement or cellar shall be 
considered a storey in calculating the height of a 
building if the lower face of the ceiling above it is 
more than 1.5 m (5 ft) above grade. 
 
Structural Alteration 
Development or construction, including a 
renovation or addition to a building that affects 

the structural integrity or access to or within a 
building, but does not result in an increase to the 
gross floor area of the building. 
 
Structure  
Anything constructed or erected on the ground, 
or attached to something on the ground, and 
includes all buildings. 
  
Subdivision 
The division of a parcel of land into one or more 
smaller lots by a plan of subdivision or other 
instrument. 
 
Subdivision Authority  
The designated person or persons responsible 
for receiving, considering and deciding on 
subdivision applications and any other related 
duties pursuant to the Act, the Regulation and 
this Bylaw. 
  
Temporary  
Refers to a development or use that has been 
approved on a non-permanent basis with a 
specified permit expiry date not to exceed 6 
months or as determined by the Development 
Officer. 
 
Topsoil  
The depth of soil containing the major portion of 
organic matter or the first 6 inches of soil on a lot 
that is used for agricultural purposes. 
 
Tree Nursery 
A commercial development for the growth and 
sale of seedling trees. 
 
Trucking Operation  
A development that may include facilities related 
to transportation oriented business. This use 
would normally require a large area to 
accommodate the parking of large commercial 
vehicles including tractor/trailer units. Typical 
uses include oilfield hauling of materials and 
equipment, gravel haulers, water haulers, heavy 
equipment transport. 
 
Use 
The purpose or activity for which a piece of land 
or its buildings are designed, arranged, 
developed or intended, or for which it is 
occupied or maintained. 
 
Variance 
An alteration or change to a standard prescribed 
by this Bylaw that is authorized by the Approving 
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Authority or the Board. 
 
Veterinary Clinic 
A development for the purpose of medical 
treatment of animals and may include retail 
sales of associated products. This includes such 
uses as impounding and quarantining facilities 
and animal shelters, but does not include a 
kennel or the sale of animals. 
 
Warehouse 
A building primarily for the keeping of goods and 
merchandise, excluding dangerous or 
hazardous materials or derelict vehicles, and 
does not include a Cannabis Production and 
Distribution Facility. 
 
Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS)  
A development that converts wind energy into 
electrical power. The following definitions pertain 
to a WECS: 
(a) “Blade” means the part of a WECS that forms 

an aerodynamic surface and revolves on 
contact with the wind; 

(b) “Blade Clearance” means the minimum 
distance from grade to the tip of the blade 
when that tip is at the bottom of a full 360 
degree revolution and pointed down to the 
ground; 

(c) “Horizontal Axis Nacelle” means a WECS on 
which the axis of the nacelle is parallel to the 
grade; 

(d) “Nacelle” means the part of the WECS that 
includes a generator, gearbox or yaw motor, 
and other operating parts that is installed at 
the top of the tower, and to which the blades 
are attached, and is responsible for 
converting wind power to energy; 

(e) “Total Height” means the distance from grade 
to the tip of a blade when that tip is at the top 
of a full 360 degree revolution and is pointed 
up to the sky; and 

(f) “Tower” means the vertical structure that 
supports the nacelle and the blade above the 
ground. 

 
Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS), 
Small Scale  
A single WECS developed to generate electrical 
power for on-site consumption, either on or off-
grid, and may provide residual power to the grid 
but is not intended to produce power for resale. 
The system and supporting structure is less than 
25 m (80 ft) in height. 
 
 

Yard 
A required open space unoccupied and 
unobstructed by any structure or portion of a 
structure above the general ground level of the 
graded lot, unless otherwise permitted in this 
Bylaw. 
 
Yard, Exterior Side  
A yard abutting a road, extending from the front 
yard to the rear yard and situated between the 
side lot line and the nearest exterior wall of the 
principal building. 
 
Yard, Front 
That portion of land extending across the full 
width of a lot and situated between the front lot 
line and nearest exterior wall of the principal 
building. 
 
Yard, Interior Side  
A yard adjacent to 
a lot, 
extending 
from the 
front yard to 
the rear yard 
and situated 
between the 
side lot line 
and the 
nearest 
exterior wall 
of the 
principal 
building. 
 
Yard, Rear  
That portion of land extending across the full 
width of a lot from the rear lot line to the closest 
wall of the principal building. 
 
Yard, Side  
A yard extending from the front yard to the rear 
yard and situated between the side lot line and 
the nearest exterior wall of the principal building. 

Yards 


